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Despite the widespread proliferation of professional ethical standards such as
those of the American Psychological Association (Ad Hoc 1973, 1982), ethical
concerns continue to plague social research. The maturing of social science
over the past fifty years has not been accompanied by a concomitant matur-
ing of ethical standards. Rather, increasing social complexity has provoked
new questions and suggested new issues not covered even by the more recently
developed standards. As Bulmer has noted,

the moral implications for society of natural, medical, and social science re-
search have become sharper. Ethical and related concerns about nuclear physics,
genetic engineering, organ transplants, and real-world social experiments have
become major public issues. The public scrutiny of scientific work, including
social science, is correspondingly keener. . . . Regulation of research is increas-
ing, and social scientists are increasingly likely to find their research activities
circumscribed in various ways. Apart from the intrinsic importance of such is-
sues, they are a test of the social relevance, responsibility, usefulness, and moral
stature of social science, as well as a challenge to us to explain and justify our ac-
tivities to the wider society. (1980, 124)
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